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phically and listened sullenly to his mother's lecture, which
followed it. " This has hurt me as much as it has hurt you,
Willy," she said finally.

Willy looked at her hard. He was of a solemn, inquiring
turn of mind.

" Does it hurt you in the same place as it hurts me ? "
he asked.

The Kaiser has left it on record in his memoirs that he
suffered ' excruciating pain' in his nursery days from the
endless treatments which, were applied to his arm. He could
not help associating these with his mother for she was
nearly always present to superintend the specialists, and it
was she who scolded him into being brave. The Princess was
continually being assured that these treatments were likely
to be of little use, as proved to be the case ; but she insisted
on their being continued until, a few years later, she changed
her methods and summoned Captain von Dresky of the
Central Military Gymnastic Institute. Once again she was
present to watch and advise while von Dresky's ruthless
exercises roused a hate against her in her agonized son,
transcending even that which he had felt for the doctors.

We shall insert here the Kaiser's own opinion of his
mother, written many years after her death and long after
the memory of bitter conflict between them had mellowed,
but significant here, nevertheless, because impressions
begin to form when young, and by inspecting this we can
gain some idea of how the Kaiser saw his mother in
childhood.

' My mother/ he says,' was a woman of unwearied energy,
she was passionate, impulsive, argumentative, and had an
undeniable love of power. Hintzpeter (the tutor) told me
that during the first ten years of her married life she was
wrapped up in the husband she adored ; she was wife rather
than mother, and her three elder children had a stern
upbringing. Her younger children, who knew her as a
tender mother, idolized her. The death of my ^brother
Sigismund may have helped to bring this about after 1870,
, . . Only too truly did her brother King Edward say of her
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